Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty of the iliac and lower limb vessels: one year's experience.
Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) based on the angiographic technique consists of the use of fluoroscopically monitored special catheters to relieve stenotic segments of recanalize occlusive lesions of the vascular tree. In the course of one year, 192 patients were evaluated angiographically for peripheral vascular disease, of whom 32 were selected for PTA. Twelve patients had PTA for the iliac vessels with a success rate of 83%; 20 patients had PTA for the lower limb arteries with a 60% success rate. The end results depended on the nature of the underlying lesion, with totally occluded arteries having the poorest outcome. The method and the results are described, and the value of the procedure, as reflected in the literature and from our experience, is discussed.